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Safety Precautions

ReadThisFirst

Warning Kirliandevicesare very high voltage contactprint photographydevices All high voltagedevicesare potentially
dangerousand mustbe operatedwith extremecaution

Disclaimer ImagesSlInc or its affiliates assumeno responsibilityfor damagesconsequentialor inconsequentialor
incidentalfor the useor misuseof the transparentdischargeplate. Imagesmakesno warranties,expressedr impliedto the
fitnessof this devicefor anyparticularpurpose

Safety Precautions

A) Thisequipmentshouldnot be usedby childrenor anyonenot familiar with normal safetyprecautionsto be usedaround
electricalequipment

B) Usea pair of glasslensedsunglassesvhen viewingthe coronadischargeif you do not wear glasses Commonglass
absorbsthe shortwaveultra violet rayswhich cancauseeyeirritation.

C)Donot operatethe equipmentif there is any evidenceof damageto the dischargeplate or its dielectricmaterial
D) Limit skinexposureto coronadischargeabout 1 minute a day. Note: A tingling sensationor slightshockcanbe felt when

touchingthe plasticside of the transparentdischargeplate or touchingan object on the transparentdischargeplate. Thisis
inherentin this type of Kirliandevice



Kirlian Photagraphyc A Short History

The beginning of electro-photography can be traced back to the late 1700s. In this time period, Georg Christoph
Lichtenbergappearsto have beenthe first to observeelectrophotographsLichtenbergmade note of his observationof
picturesmadein dustcreatedby staticelectricityand electricsparks

NicolaTesla(1880 photographedmanycoronadischargesisinghis famousTeslacoil. In the early 1900s, RussiarEngineer
and electrical researcherYakovNarkevichTodkaexhibited interesting electro-photographshe made A little later, but

aroundthe sametime, Dr. E Strongof Tufts UniversityMedical Schooluseda Teslacoil to makeelectrophotographsof his

hand

RussiarResearcheGemyonDavidovichKirlianand his wife Valentinabegantheir work with high-voltage photographyby
accidentin 1939 SemyorKirlianwasan electricalrepairmanin the city of KrasnodarHehadbeencalledto do arepairat a
local researchinstitute. While at the institute, he happenedto seea demonstrationof a high frequencydeviceusedfor
electrotherapy Asa patient underwenttreatment Kirliannoticed smallflashesof light betweenthe LJ- (i A skiyfahdfde
Y I OK AgigsSeeétrode Kirlianwonderedif he could photographthat light. Kirliansubstituteda metal electrodefor the
glassone usedin the machineto prevent exposingthe film to light. Then,usinghimself as a subject, he was able to
photographthe coronadischarge

Kirliancollaboratedwith his wife for over 30 years,developingequipmentand studyingelectro-photographs Theymade
instrumentsto examinehigh-frequencycurrentson livingtissueaswell ason inanimatematerials

TheKirlian€work was highlightedin a book publishedin the United Statesin 1970titled Wt & &Dé&oke@eBehindthe
lron / dzNIi by Bheabstranderand Lynn Schroeder Thisis where | as well as many others first learned of electro-
photography Theirwork becameso well known, that electro-photographyfrom that point on becameknown as Kirlian
photography



Many paranormalclaimswere made concerningthe resultingimages TheKirliangxlaimedthat this type of photography
could be usedas a medicaldiagnostictool. Statingthat diseasein subjectsshownas a modified or disrupted pattern of

dischargepefore obvioussymptomsbecamemanifestedin the subject Naturallythis claimgeneratedmuchinterestin this

country.

One must keep in mind that most of the observableKirlian phenomenail K | he€hdeported does not require any
paranormalor bio-plasmafield to be explained Asanexample stressor the "act of lying" caneasilybe detectedwith alie
detectorthat relieson measuringhe changein a person'sgalvanicskinresistance Stresscausedby lying mayalsobe seen
in a Kirlianphotographasa changein the coronadischarge(aura) Howeverthis changein the coronadischargeis easily
explainedby the changein a person’'sskinresistance

And it follows that much of the phenomenaclaimedto be paranormalby someKirlianresearcherscan be explainedby
employingknown physicallaws, like changesin subjectsskin resistance(which can be due to factors like; stresslying,
iliness,fatigue, alcoholconsumption,etc. Someother variablefactorsinfluencingthe resultingKirlianpicture includethe
object'spressureagainstfilm, humidity, air pressure yoltage,frequency,and exposuretime.

Howeverthe mostinterestingof all the Kirlianclaimsis knownasthe "phantomleaf" experiment Herea smallportion of a
leafis cut off; the leafis then photographedusingKirlianphotography In a smallpercentageof caseghe cut portion of the
leaf appearsin the photographasa ghostlyapparition Theappearanceof the cut portion of the leaf, as claimedby the
Sovietresearcherss proof of an etherealbio-plasmabody.

Althougha few Kirlianresearchershave claimedto duplicatethe phantom leaf experimentin their own labs, the most
reported successfutesults (phantomleaf photographs)are from SovietresearchersThe exactexperimentalparameters
(voltage frequency.etc) neededto obtain phantomleafsare either not availableor didn't work for me.

Section-1 Kirlian Photography A Short History



Phantomleaf photographsare very easyto fake usinga basicdouble exposuretechnique Takea short exposureof the
entire leaf Stop the exposure,cut off a small section of the leaf, and then continue the exposure In the resulting
photographthe removedsectionof the leaf will appearasa distinctghostlyimage,a phantom

WhetherKirlianphotographsare showingus somethingnew or not they are uniqueand often times beautiful. Youmayuse
Kirlian photographyto explorethe phenomenaor take beautiful pictures Proof of the phantom leaf effect, if it exists,
would begina new paradigmin both physicsand biology Kirlianphotographyhasthe potential for becominga diagnostic

tool (both biologicalandindustrial)

Digital camera image. Exposure 15 Standard 35 mm camera &olor film
seconds shot through transparent shot through transparent discharge
discharge plate. plate. (exposure unknown)
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Kirlian Photography Using Standard Lens Cameras: Digital, Film &

ToshootKirlianphotographsusingstandardlenscamera digital, film andvideo, requiresthe useof a optional transparent
dischargeplate.

Thetransparentdischargeplate hastwo sides A plasticcoatedside and a glassside Theobject being photographedare
positionedon the plasticside of the transparentplate in direct contactwith the transparentplate. Thiswill provide the
brightestcoronadischargeto photograph

Digital, Film or
Video camera

options:
macro lens
multi-second exposure

Connected to

Transparent HV Transfer Plate
Discharge
Plate *J
jObject Connect
to ground -
(see instructions)
Figure 1 Figure 2

ToshootKirlianPhotographsThecamera is positionedon the oppositesideof the transparentplate, focusedthroughthe
transparentplate on the object being photographed All room lights are turned off so the cameracan record the faint
coronadischargearoundthe object Thehighvoltageis appliedto the transparentdischargeplate and the camerashutter
Isopenedto exposethe film, or CCDlelement(digitalcamera) Seefigure 1.



